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Replacing open ditches
with pipes will conserve
a lot of irrigation waier,
but it's an expensive
undertaking for districts

Dy DAYID LESTER
YAKIMA HERALD-REPUBLIC

GRANDVIEW — Gu a recent
morning an excavator chewed away
atthe earth, digging a deep trench
nzar Stover Road, west of town.

Wearby, aribbon ofhiaek,
4Z-ineh high-density plastic pipe
waited to be buried. Once inthe
ground, it will carry water to
thousands of acres of farmland
ard replace a network of open
jrrigation laterals and diiches that
are expensive to maintain,

it's all part of an ambitious effort
o be more efficient with water by
the Sunnyside Valiey Irrigation
District, which expects to spend up
0 $150 million on the project.

Too often irrigation water is
lost by evaporation, seepage from
cenals and laterals, and inafficient
delivery systems.

But when finished, the district's
program will save up to 60,008
acre-feet of water — an amount
almost twice the capacity of the
Bumping Laks reservoir —and
refurn it to the Yakima Riverto
support fish and habitat.

“Wher you look at the amount of
money spent in the district on water
conservation activities, it is aflof of
moeney,” observed distriet manager
Jim Trull. “But itis getting real
water back in the system with less
environmental cost than if you are
building a new reservoir”

The amount of water tobe
returned to the riverrepresents
more than 10 percent of what
iha district historically has used
toirrigate lush fields of grapes,
orchards and cther crops stretehing
from Parkerto Beaton City

The program got about $21.4
million in federal stimulus money
this year that expedited some cfthe
piping work,

District farmers ave paying
part of the cost— about $10 per
acre more in annual irrigation
assessments. Most of the funding,
however, is eoming from the federal
and state governmments under
afederal law that coniributes
money for the district to automats
its canal, create small canal-side
reservoirs that store water until it is
needed, and to install large sections
of pipe in the distribution system.

‘That law allows the distriet to
keep a third of the waier it saves,
while two-thirds is returned to the
river for instream flows.

Sunnyside agrzed o the
conservation program as part of
the landmark Aquavaila case, a
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Crews Install a 42-fach, high-density polyethylene pipe last week that will replace open-channel
ireigation in the Sunnyside Velley lrrigation Disirict. The pipe is part of what will eventually be about
$150 million in water conservation work the district is undertafdag.

decades-long ¢ourtbattla intendad
1o help fo settle water righis issues
inthe Yaldma Basin.

The program illustrates pari of
the ehallenge facing irrigators, fish
managers, fribal represeniatives,
local, state and faderal agencies

trying to resolve basin water issues.

Providing encugh water fer

agriculture, community growih and
torestore fish will be expensive —
cost ef new sterage alone hasbeen
estimated at more than $2 bijlion. |
Assuring fish passage, water

conservation and a system to buy
and sell water would be even more.
{One element alone, such as water
conservation projects, won't do the

trielc— but it will halp.

"We ohviously want to maximize
conservation to the extent it inakes
sense from a fiscal parspective,”
said Dawn Wiedmeier, depuly area
manager for the federal Bureau of
Reclamation in Yakima. “It won't

SEEWATER PAGE 54



Yaria HeraLo-Repusuie

# yakimaherald.com

Thursday, Septemnber 30, 2090 - A

DROPOUTS

Conrdinuad from 1A

running by November

The goal is toshore
up the three districts’
on-time graduation rates,
which fali considérably
behind the state average
of'713.5 percent. Sun-
nyside, Mt Adams and
Mabton have graduation
rates of48.7, 57 and £D.9
percent, respectively.

In April 2089, Sun-
nyside High School was
one of five schools in
the Yakima Valley to
receive a federal School
Improveinent Grant.

It received the $6 mil-

" lion, three-year grant
because is graduation
rate is shy of the federal
government’s 60 percent
guideline.

The olther four were
Grandview Middle
School, and Adams
Tlementary, Washington
Elemeniary and Stanton
BSeademy in Yakima.

Anong other factors,
the districis blame pov-
erly, which sometimes
leads to less supervision
athome, In all three
districts, more than 85
percent of their students
recejve subsidized meals,
which is more than twice
the state average.

Students whe have
discipline problems,
gang-related behavior
and poor attendance as
youngsfers are the most
likeely to drop out later,
Rogers said.

"We can identify kids
pretty early that are at
risk,” he said.

The districts will work
with a variety of state
and nonprofit agencies,
including the ¥akima Val-
ey Farm Workers Clinic
and Northwest Commu-
nity Action Center.

The grant came from
the U8, Department
of Education’s School
Dropout Prevention Pro-
gram. School authorities
expect it Lo be renewed
every year for five years,

« Foss Caurlney can be reacired
ol 504-930-8798 or rcourtney @
yakimaherald.com.
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The sky is reflecied In a reservoir thal was recently
coustructad in the Sunnyside Valley livigation District.
The reservoir can hold about 500 acre-feet of waier.

Comtinaed from Page 1A

give us all the water we are

short. Water conservation is
a big part ofit. Tt can’i solve

the probler by itself”

Environmental groups
have been critical of the
stow pace of work on water
conservation. They argue
the basin shonld foeus on
counservation before starting
on the difficult task of build-
ing new storage.

The pace of conservation
work has been slow — only
the Sunnyside and Benton
irrigation districts have
projects under way, As rmany
as gix other districts have
projects in various planning
stages,

Tnder the $37 million
Benton project, plans call for
water tc be taken from the
river at Benton City, rather
than up river ai Parleer
where that now happens.
Thatwould leave more
water in the viver to help fish
helween those two points.
Plans also call for switching
from laterals and canals to
pipes in most of the 4,000-
acre district.

Farther to the north, the
Tioza Irrigation District has
been gradually pijxing later-
als over the last bwo decades.

Roza manager Tom
Monroe said the district is
studying the idea of a small
reservoir north of Sunnyside
to hold water that's already
been taken from the river
until it’s needed later

TER/Conservation

Twao such small reservoirs
are already in place in the
east end of the 72,000-acre
Roza district.

Small reservoirs are aley

«element ofthe 99,000-acre

Sunnyside district’s plan,
Two already arein place,
while a third reservoiris
being built off State Route
241, north of Sunnyside.
Transferring water back

- and forth from the canal

to the reservoir happens
automatically, ied in with
another element of the
districi’s plan, automation of
the main canak

Pruli said a distriet
walermaster canmonitor
the canal and make changes
from a lapiop cempuier

It's a far cry from the old
days - notthaf long age
—when district ditchriders
called in each morning with
flow levelsin district drains
ag an indicator of whether
oo little or 00 much water
was in (he canal.

‘What it means for the
distriet is quicker response
to changes in the canal
and overall betler water
manageinent.

“We can manage the daily
fluctuations better. With the
old system, we couidn’t be
very efficient because we
had to earry a lot of excess
water in the canal,” Trull
said.

o David Lesier can be reached &t 508-577-
7674 or dlesler@yakimaheraid.com.




